DOUBLES LADDER RULES AND INFORMATION

1. Ladder  events will take place on the fixed weekly dates given. However, we are only running 2 courts per week, so in practice each ladder player will play only once per fortnight (unless moving between divisions 2 and 3). These dates are all Wednesday evenings and players must be on court and ready to play at 7pm prompt. Any player not arriving within 20 minutes of this start time will be judged as having left the doubles ladder and their place will be given to a player on the waiting list for the remaining ladder dates.

2. If a player cannot make a particular date then it is that players responsibility to find a sub for themselves, failure to do this will result in 3 other players being unable to play and will carry the sanction of removal from the ladder of the offending player. Any player may act as a sub and a list of willing ‘pool’ players has been provided on a separate sheet for those who are short of inspiration. Please note, a sub can NOT be promoted, they can only stay in the division they are in or get demoted. If a player uses a sub on more than 2 consecutive ladder dates then they will be considered to have withdrawn from the ladder and their place will be given to a player on the waiting list.

3. Each ladder ‘match’ will consist of 3 sets being played, with 4 players on the court in question each partnering each other for 1 set. A set will be considered complete when either pair reach 6 games (i.e. ‘First one to 6’ format). Games will use a ‘sudden death’ point at 1st deuce.

4. At the end of each set and before players change partners the score of the set that has just been completed must be recorded on the scorecards provided. This will be done after each set so that at the end of the session each player will have a ‘games won’ score recorded against their name on the scorecard

5. Completed scorecards from each of the (4) courts should be left in the envelope provided in the clubhouse at the end of play.

6. A players position in their division will be decided by the number of games won over the 3 sets. The player with most games won will be promoted , and the player with least games won will be demoted. Players with equal numbers of games won will be invited to toss a coin to see who wins. After promotions and demotions have been decided a new ‘Divisional Standings’ sheet will be sent out via email and also posted in the clubhouse. This will show new player positions and will give the courts and player groups for the next ladder event.

7. Ladder matches will be played with new or once used balls which will be provided by the club, and under the new lights on courts 5 and 6, but to cover the cost players will pay £2.00 subs per event. These subs need to be paid to that weeks nominated person.

8. Who partners whom and in what order within each group of four players on any given event date will be decided by the lowest ranked or No4 player in any division.

9. In the event of heavy rain preventing the start or completion of the ladder event one of the following outcomes will result:

A) Firstly, if no start is made or less than 2 sets have been played by all courts then the event is judged not to have taken place and standings/groupings will simply be carried forward to the next ladder event date. 

B) The other result is that if all courts have played at least 2 sets then the event will be considered complete and ‘short’ results will be recorded and used for the next event. 

Rain will not be accepted as a reason for not turning up for an event, players should arrive as normal at the club where a rain committee of at least 5 people will make a judgement and decision on whether it would be safe to play. Refusal to comply with the rain committee decision will result in removal from the ladder.

